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Bri Johnson: Personal Pandemic Timeline
March
March 5th, 2020, 7:51 pm
Columbia.
I haven’t stepped foot in Columbia in 16 months. I believe this was actually
from the last time I had class at all in Columbia. If I’m right the last class I
had was Drawing 1 on the 8th floor of 623 S Wabash.
March 7th, 2020, 7:30 pm
The Brown Line.
This was the last time my roommates and I rode on the L. We hadn’t started
wearing masks yet because we didn’t know how serious the situation was
yet.
March 15th, 2020, 9:07 pm
Ryan.
My boyfriend had planned on visiting me before the COVID pandemic and
I’m very thankful he was able to come visit me still because we’re a long
distance couple. This was the last time I saw him until May 16th.
April
April 4th, 2020, 5:07 pm
Parents.
This was the last time I saw my parents until May 16th. I hadn’t seen them
since Valentine's Day, which was the last time I had been home to
Wisconsin.
April 18th, 2020, 8:41 pm
Quarantine Birthdays.
My roommates birthdays are April 18th and 19th so we threw a little
quarantine birthday with the 3 of us, my roommate's sister and one of our
neighbors. They were both turning 21 and had to cancel their original
birthday plans.
April 26th, 2020, 5:59 pm
Online School.
The only documentation I could find of me doing schoolwork other than my
drawings for my drawing class. Of course I had to use the opportunity to
drink “during” class.
May
May 2nd, 2020, 5:10 pm
Snacking & Smoking.
Quarantine turned us from casual marijuanna usage to daily marijuanna
usage. We spent our last day together in Millennium Park, snacking and
smoking. It was a beautiful day and I remember seeing everyone else at the
park, socially distant from each other.
May 16th, 2020, 1:09 am
The Morning Of.
This was the last night of being roomies with my roomies. We picked up
weed for the last time and were served it on a dollar bill because they didn’t
have anything else. We moved out at 11am this day.
May 20th, 2020, 7:31pm
Archie.
My family got a puppy and we named him Archie. He thanked us for
welcoming him to the family by peeing on the floor right next to the pee
pad which was hilarious.
June
March 1st, 2020, 2:27 pm
Move-In.
My boyfriend and his roommates moved into their college house in La
Crosse, Wisconsin. So jealous of all the space other students get in
off-campus housing but that's what happens when you don’t live in a
massive city.
June 15th, 2020 10:52 pm
WTF.
A bunch of friends from camp got a cabin for a weekend and we basically
drank and smoked and did our thing together. Got a call on our second day
there that my store (I work at Noodles & Company) was closed for two
weeks because another employee got COVID.
June 29th, 2020 11:26 pm
The Routine.
Thankfully quarantine made my boyfriend a stoner as well. Our routine
basically everynight in the summer was to smoke out on the roof and listen
to music while we looked at the stars, after we finished our closing shifts at
work.
July
July 13th, 2020, 1:10 pm
BLUE.
July was a quiet month. This was the day after my boyfriend let me dye his
hair blue! This was the summer of finding our own ways to have fun.
July 15th, 2020, 2:36 pm
Luci.
July 15th, 2020 marked a year of my little peanut, Luci, being in my life.
Extremely grateful I got to have this nugget by my side all of quarantine.
July 28th, 2020, 5:43 pm
Lil’ Batties.
This photo is actually from the day after I got my first tattoo but I included
this photo of me at work because that was all I did during July, working 40
hours a week. I was also with my roomies when I got my tattoo so this was
the first time I’d been with them since May 16th.
AUgust
August 26th, 2020, 6:41pm
Autumn is Coming.
I actually got all done up to take these photos in a Michaels, I took off my
mask to take these photos. I was just so excited for fall and halloween.
August 30th, 2020, 5:56 pm
The Last Date.
The last date night of summer with my boyfriends. This marked the
beginning of the end of summer. :(
August 30th, 2020, 8:03 pm
The Last Routine.
As with the end of summer we couldn’t go out with a bang so we stayed in
with a blunt as our summer of 2020 ended the same way we started it,
smoking together on the roof of my garage.
September
September 7th, 2020, 6:17 pm
COVID Party.
Sadly, this was the only photo I took from the COVID party that took place
at my boyfriends house in La Crosse. And what I mean by “COVID party”
is the stupid party we had when the majority of us contracted COVID from
one another.
September 11th, 2020, 1:12 pm
Tested Positive.
Here I am in my jammies, holed up in my bedroom because I got COVID.
Thankful that I only had a mild case. My symptoms lasted only two weeks
but I couldn’t taste and smell for one week after I got better.
September 23rd, 2020, 2:40 pm
I Voted.
I turned 18 in December of 2016 and sadly wasn’t able to vote in that
election. This was the first time I voted and I was very happy to be a part of
it!
October
October 4th, 2020, 2:51 pm
Pumpkin Patch.
Wasn’t gonna let COVID stop me from visiting the pumpkin at the
pumpkin patch. We took our masks off for the photo. I remember this place
was popping and there were a ton of families without masks.
October 11th, 2020, 5:10 pm
Autumn is here.
I'm usually in Chicago for school so this was the first fall I was able to
spend any time in La Crosse and it was beautiful. Ryan and I did a bunch of
fall activities.
October 4th, 2020, 7:06 pm
Halloween with Ryan.
Even though this was Ryan’s and I’s fourth year in a relationship it was
only our second Halloween spent together. Our first one was when I was a
senior in High School in 2016. We had a little Halloween party at his
house, we were all extra careful this time.
November
November 3rd, 2020, 9:54 pm
Promotion
I got officially promoted to shift manager around this time. I had worked at
Noodles & Company in High School so it was nice to come back as an
adult and be promoted to manager. Got this photo of me looking cute in
my manager polo and my mask that rubbed some makeup off my nose.
November 26th, 2020, 5:59pm
Thanksgiving.
This was probably the saddest Thanksgiving yet. I couldn’t spend it with
Ryan’s family like usual because I didn’t want to risk it. Had a delicious
Thanksgiving with my parents and brother though.
November 29th, 2020, 1:05 pm
Just Witchy Things.
This November was a pretty busy month with school and work and
somehow I still manager to have time to goof off and enjoy life.
December
December 18th , 2020, 7:57pm
Hectic Times.
This photo was right after I finished my last class for the semester and then
had to go to work. I had finished presenting my final earlier in the week so
I was lucky enough to do my makeup while watching the rest of my
classmates present on the final day of class.
December 22th, 2020, 12:57pm
The Concussion.
I went snowboarding for the first time in five years. It ended with me
getting a concussion and also having issues with my IUD because of the
way I fell. Really embarrassing and painful stuff. This was the first and last
time I went snowboarding this winter.
December 28th, 2020, 6:26pm
The 22nd Birthday.
I visited my roomies in Chicago at their apartment and we celebrated my
22nd birthday together. This was the first time I had seen them since I had
gotten my tattoo.
January
January 1st, 2021, 3:51 pm
New Years.
It was New Year's day, and storming, and I got to celebrate this day by going
into work, hurray. I know it had to be a slow night because it was snowing
and roads were bad and people were probably still drunk from the night
before. Happy 2021, who knew what this year had in store for us.
January 12th, 2021, 2:45 pm
The Quarantine Effect.
The result of quarantine was no surprise to me, on lockdown with absolutely
nothing to do, of course my roommates and I would start smoking more
weed but I never thought it would have affected me like this. Quarantine
turned me into a stoner, and the same thing happened to my boyfriend.
January 30th, 2021, 11:10 pm
A New Semester Begins.
I wanted to prepare for another semester online and felt it was time to
employ a desk. This cheap amazon desk was everything I needed to help
feel hopeful and productive about the new semester.
February
February 4th, 2021, 2:23 pm
Anxiety.
This was the very first time I ever felt real anxiety, and I’m not suggesting
I’ve never been anxious or nervous before but this was the first time I had
felt crippling, physical anxiety about doing something. An anxiety sparked
from  school that would slowly seep into every other area of my life.
February 18th, 2021, 8:41 pm
Noodles & Shenanigans.
Every once and a while we get a slow revenue night and the shenanigans
start. The guy on the left is Zach, and when you put the two of us together
to run a shift things get a little wild. Work would suck without Zach, he
became my best friend and helped me immensely with my anxiety.
February 28th, 2021, 4:38 pm
The Gift.
My anxiety progressed rapidly over the month of February and just like
when I was dealing with depression in High School I turned to my mom for
help. One day she came into my room, “I have a gift for you” she said, and
she pulled this from behind her back. This was, and still is, the most
meaningful gift I have ever received.
March
March 5th, 2021, 5:51 pm
Red Screens.
It was around this time we started getting back to pre-COVID sales,
unfortunately we were unprepared for this type of revenue and were short
staffed and absolutely slammed with customers and online orders. Kind of
ironic that it was almost exactly a year after COVID started.
March 15th, 2021, 5:30 pm
Work Day.
My brother left me his Ipad when he left for rehab and though it looks like
it's not beneficial to my schoolwork it helped me immensely with sketching
for my studio class. I started watching Modern Family with my brother
before he left, and I continued watching it because I missed him and it
reminded me of him. Also around this time I was seriously considering
dropping out of school because my anxiety was making me physically ill.
March 24th, 2021, 12:40pm
A Spooky Home is a Happy Home.
There's no better place for me to be productive other than a spooky spot.
Surrounding myself with the things that make me happy always puts me in
the right mood to do schoolwork, and for this reason I only ever left my
room to go to the bathroom, get food, or go to work.
April
April 4th, 2021, 10:15 pm
The Child Just Wants Attention.
I’m lucky I have a cat like Luci to constantly keep me company when I got
lonely. My brother left for rehab in the middle of March so Luci did a good
job keeping me sane. I have so many pictures of Luci from the month of
March and April it’s ridiculous.
April 15th, 2021, 8:40 am
Down 15.
At the beginning of the semester I had decided I was unhappy with myself
and the weight, and unhealthy eating habits, that I gained during quarantine.
I weighed myself this day and saw I had officially lost 15 lbs, it was
definitely a good day!
April 29th, 2021, 1:48 pm
The Group Project.
Our final studio project was a group project that I had been dreading
because of my anxiety. I got really lucky being paired up with someone I
had previously had a class with before. Over the project we had gotten
pretty close and I was grateful because there was someone I would know
and be able to talk to when Fall 2021 rolled around.
May
May 11th, 2021, 8:59 pm
Finals Week.
I would often go for drives and listen to music whenever I was feeling down
or anxious, drives would calm me down and make me feel better. This was
not one of those drives, my engine was smoking and I pulled into a gas
station and my car just started spilling out oil. Not fun to deal with during
finals, but she's fixed now thank god.
May 16th, 2021, 12:42 pm
My first vacation in years and I paid for it all myself (pat on back!).
I started crying when I hugged my brother in the airport, it had been two
entire months since I had seen him. I was there to support him on the plane
home because he's never flown sober. I also felt I deserved a little vacay
after the awful semester I had with anxiety. I had such a good time in
Florida on this trip!
May 23rd, 2021, 11:15 am
Thank You to My Anxiety.
Nothing felt better than when I saw my grades for spring. I cried, I laughed,
I smiled so hard it hurt. After thoughts of dropping out I turned the semester
around and got not only the best grades I’ve gotten any semester in college
but the best grades since I was a freshman in High School! I always thought
I was just bad at school but somehow the thing that made me suffer also
made me a much better student and person.
>------- Spring Semester 2021 -
Foundation Skill : InDesign A 
Writing and Rhetoric II 
** Replaces A Prior Course ** 
InArch : Narrative Studio 
Culture, Race and Media 
A-
atte 
SEMESTER GPA : 3 .SS4 TOTALS : 11. 
CUMULATIVE GPA : 2 .92S TOTALS : 112. 
Rate: 75.04 
Consecutive Non-Blank 
Number Of Resident Ter 
June
June 11th, 2020, 11:25 pm
16 Months.
I turned 21 in December 2019 and never got the chance to go to a bar
because COVID happened shortly after. Finally, 16 months later, at the age
of 22, I got to go to my first bar legally and order a drink, and luckily I was
able to go with Ryan.
June 17th, 2020, 10:49 pm
Fitness.
Since my brother was sober he had to put his energy into something else,
and since years of drinking made him unhealthy he decided to start a fitness
journey and I joined him. I went to the gym religiously during the month of
June.
June 30th, 2020, 11:28 pm
I Feel Dizzy.
I got a mole removed and after the procedure I remember telling my doctor
that I felt dizzy. Next thing I know I’m waking up completely disoriented.
Such a wild and new experience since it was the first time I had ever passed
out.
July
July 9th, 2020, 11:54 am
The Pants.
Recently, every time I put on a pair of pants I haven't worn in awhile they're
all too big and it makes me so happy to see physical results. I have body
dysmorphia and a number on a scale doesn't mean shit to me most of the
time so big pants are a nice reminder that I’m losing weight and doing good
and that I should be proud of my progress!
July 22nd, 2020, 3:00 pm
The Apartment.
It’s been a two month struggle to find an apartment in Chicago for me to
live at for school this fall. I kept getting denied to all the apartments I
applied to due to poor credit issues and then I found an apartment that was
my last hope. I had a showing on July 22nd at 3:00pm, I applied for the
apartment that night and was accepted the night day. It was such a huge
fucking sigh of relief when this happened, I was so excited I cried
immediately out of happiness.
July 24th, 2020, 6:19 pm
Family.
My family got together for my grandma's 80th birthday. It had been years
since the entire family had gotten together and it was crazy seeing how big
my cousin's kids have gotten. I’m the baby of the family (the youngest
grandchild) and it was so fun getting tipsy with the rest of the family that's
been drinking for years.
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